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Indeed T _ not think it 
reaſonable that the following Pa- 
pers ſhould be Inſcribed to any 
rather than your ſelvec, whoſe fa 
vourable mer” E generous 
Encouragement. of m | Labours,, I 
ſhould very much . nn ſelf 
if JI did not remember with all 
Gratitude. 1 HT T0 
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{Heſc are the Words of Moſes to the Children | 4 
of Iſrael, exhorting em to all poſſible Re- 
turns of Gratitude and edienty: from thoſe — | 
manifold Inſtances of an eſpecial Favour which God 12 
had ſo loug vouchſaf d em. He tells em that this „ 
would be (cir dan ad ſlanding in 
of thoſe Nati, who ſhould have an O 
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on the other, would be guy" d to  Pronounce * em a 


Wiſe and Underſtanding, 


Great People. And — „ n which it . ; 
probable their Neighbours i entertain this 8 5 


nion and Eſteem of em, was not the Mightineſs or 
Numbers of their People, but their Nearneſs to God, 
and his Favour to 'em, diſcoverable in every . 
for which they call d upon him. 
That in chis their Caſe 6 099 oY 
very applicable to our own, I hope af met 1 
ther with a full Perſwaſion, and then it is alike to 


be expected, chat we ſhou'd be influenc'd by thoſe 


Convictions which Mofes here hbo:rs to faſten 1 
upon the Iſraelites in the Paſlage now before N 


us; in which he has furniſh'd us with theſe 
Two Uſeful Maxims. 
Firſt, That the Greatneſs of i a Nation conſiſts in 


God's being zig unte thew; or in, other 


Words, that the Favotr of God is. any People & moſt 
1 3 04 Priviledgry from whenee' oY 


zl OY That the eudkavotkilig to Adferve i It is 
PK > pe Palicy ; from whence nin, tnt 1 may 


draw ſomewhat near to 1 this Days Feſtival Occa- | 
fion, I ſhall, 


Thirdly, Conſider ſome of thoſe Inſtances which 
make our Cafe a Parallel to that of —_— 
85 the n idences of dor $ woes. © 


Greatneſs af a. 1 "I 2 na 
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Adminiſtrations. He can Infatuate the Connciti of 
an Enemy, and enlighten the Minds of thoſe he fa- 


- yours by ſuch ſecret Influences, as whilſt it looks moſt 


Natural, {ſhall be moſt under the Controul of his 
Wiſdom and Providence. The Agent; of Natute 
are all his Inſtruments, and come and go at his 
Command: So that where he is diſpoſed to be Pro- 
pitious, All Secondary Means flow in at his Order 


and conſpire to the Happineſs of thoſe he favour; 


If then the Preſent Welfare of Mankind, conſi- 


der'd both in their Perſonal and Social Capacity, be 
acknowledg'd to depend upon the Will . of an 
Almighty Power, the Favour of him who is Maſter 
of all this Power muſt in all Reaſon - be eſteem'd 
the moſt valuable of any other Priviledge, be- 
cauſe it includes and imp] ies whate ver elſe is deſirable, 

As it is on the other Hand to be confider'd; tbat 
how advantageous ſoever the Face of Affairs may be 


without it, whatever the Aſpect and Probability of 
Things may ſeem to promiſe, yet the Concluſion 


will be found to diſappoint the Hopes of that People 
who have not God tor their Patron and their Truſt. 


In Experience we find, that the beſt laid Projects are 


blown up in a Moment, tho the Ifſue of many Years 
Forecaſt, and the Product of many a ſine-ſpun Thought. 
It is not always we ſee the greateſt Policy which is 
crown'd with the greateſt Sacceſs. An Aebitophel 
may ſometimes be raiſed up only to prove the Vanity 


of Worldly Wifdom, and its deſtructiveneſs to the 
Owners of it. Ordinarily indeed where God deſigns 


the Tokens of his Favour, he veils em with a ſhew 
of ſuch Means as may in Humane Account be entitu- 


led to em. But then again he ſometimes does other- 


wiſe, nay, very often, when he would particularly ap- 
pear in the Defence and Patronage of an oppreſſed 
 Eauſe, or punith a People whom his Soul abhors, 
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then we may ſee he does not await the flow Mo- 
on of natural Means, but brings upon them a ſwift 
Deſtruction, and that when the Poſture of their Af- 
fairs gives em leaſt Reaſon for apprehending ſo Fatal 
a Change. Then neither the Number of their Armies, 
norche ſeeming Impregnableneſs ot their Strong- holds, 
nor the Immenſity of their Treaſures, nor the Subtil- 
| ty of their Councils, can ward cf the Blow, or e- 
| vade his Vengeance. Theſe. feeble Obſtacles. he ea- 
ily breaks through ; and often chuſes to encounter 
em, that he may convince his Creatures where their 
Hope and Dependance ſhould chiefly reſt. | Not up- 
on the Arm of Fleſh, which when it is ſtrongeſt - 
does often however fail its Owners: Not upon any 
| Humane Helps, which how fair ſoever they may. bid for 
| Succeſs, are not the Maſters nor the Diſpoſers of it; 
but upon that Wiſdom |. which alone can never be 
| miſtaken, and that Power which no Creature is able 
Z to reſiſt. e l by Ti 5 WE 11,1 4-214 23597 
ther Advantages be what, they will wü 


Let our other Advant 
out the Divine Favour, yet a little time, and a few 
Contingences, which are evermore at Hand, when 
God would employ em, may rob us of all, and leave 


* 


us deſtitute, a Prey to every Bold Invader. 
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It is not the Figure we at preſent make, tie Strength 
of our Ifland, nor the Wealth. of its Inhabizants, 
which can ſecure us againſt the Effects of his Diſplea- 


Enemy, he can let looſe upon us our own ungovern- 


o 1 
$ — 


able Paſſions, and afflict us with Domeſtick (the 


worſt of all other) Diſſentions. The: Peſtilence that 
walketh in Darkneſs may execute his Commiſſion, and 


in the Compaſs of a few Days, do. us more . Miſchief 3 


than the Sword has done in many Tears. And a 
the Help of his Conntenance has rais'd us. of late to - 
Pitch of Eminence and Fame, to:which vb M 


| ſure when he's Angry. If we are ſafe from a Foreign 
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its own ra 
ſtanding thbfe Preſent. Advantages eben J = 
promiſe Stability to our other Bleſſings. For after 


7 that we can expect from Humane Means, the Event of 


Things is in the Hand of one who does notalwaysgo- 


vern himſelf by them, And becauſe it is impoſſible 


that we ſhould know when he will, or will not, al- 
low em to take Place, it is unfit we fhould take our 


Eſtimate of things from a Rule which oy fo! often 


faitus:” - is, Fay 1090 il at laſt be d "the ſureſt 
ifidetite; | e that lone can in- 
defeaſibly ſecite vs. 1 


nc eteſdc e, 
D221 Oe Pildzavburhin' Uwe ie bib: 


dir trueſt P. If the Fruth ofthe Pre lifes be al- 
low d, the Crain is juſt and neceſſary. 


Fe all öther Wifdom; Has an Object to Which ek 


INT Aims, and 55 is the Publick Welfare; 


And chi Kis to r y fack Meant as are moſt like- 
ad i 4 


ly wayne] pro poſes: . n 


w-if the Profpe perity 25 A « Kingdom: depends en- 
ifely xl the Fayopr of God, that which' procures 


the latter mut with the greateſt Effect advance the In- 
terrſts of tlle former. 2155 


720 That the Wiſdom of God 18 Infloieety* an "Over 

match for the little Politicks of Man needs not be 
prov'd. And . — 1 ar? fgnifie- to carty on 
| by Protiihited: Methods, by Tres. 


fe 19 7 Hypediſe e and Fraud > Ihe Cyffors 


meet ich em in another: And the Riſe of à Nachos 
i oe Bs to fuch Knavich Arts, will only. in 


0 far allqu , till it de ripe f r BX. 


ce, and its Fall become the mene 
Tap Op "Sighal' for its W Grandeub 
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y 
em e Md in one Inſtance, we may be ſore he will 


And ſbr thofewhoithink:it worth” white to Eaiſerelthe? 
their: own or their Countries! Greatneſs upon die 
Ruins of Virtue, and the Wrecks of Conſcience, tho: 
they ſhould ſee their Methods proſper for a Seaſon, 
and: themſelves ſhould reap the Fruit: and Credit dt 
fach Wicked Policy, yet they may be aàſſur d chat 
| Hickory: will blacken their Character, and Poſterity 
bor the Memory of fuch wretched Patriots, fot en 
ailing rhe Curſe of that God upon fem, who viſits the 
; laiquities of the Fathers upon the Children; even te 
the zd and 4th Generation Nor will! the Grave be 
able tdskreen em from that further Puniſhment, which 
the Juſt Avenger ſhall think due to their Crimes. 
* WM for now: we Ed they aim at is not, canwot be 
vorth the uſe of undue Mean: ; nof can the uſe of 
undue Mears be generally likely to compaſs ihe Eu 
they aim at. Toidie for ofles Country ſtatids: Com- 
mended indeed in Hiſtory! for a Noble and Heroical 
pitch of Fortitude ; but Eternal Miſery is too much 
to endurs for the Temparal Good of 'a whole World. 
This were to overact the Patriot, and to be ſome- 
vhat too diſintereſted. But after all: ſome Perſonal 
Views or other, Ambition in the higher; Covetouſneſs 
in the lower Orders of Men, do uſually put em upon 
reequrſe- tb theſe crooked Arts. Men do not care to 
be Wieked upon diſintereſſed Proſpects, for 'the Sake 
of a:Cauſe- from which they: can reap themiel ves no 
direſt Advantage: No, they follow the Biaſd of 
their owa Humour, and gratifie themſelves, and their 
on Intereſts, wien they walk in theſe forbidden 
Paths, and provoke the 'Almighty to blaſt cheir Un- 
dertakings. 02.415 1 d0-8D0I18534 363 $4:bpud 51617 ; 
And what now are thoſe Intereſts: which ean de- 
ſerve to be promoted at ſuch an Infinite Expence asd 
Hapafd ! What thoſe Honours which can compehſate 


don Rrerlaſting, if they ſnonldenot allo ptbcure ther 
by D | Preſent, 


Preſent, Diſgrace || What: thaſe Elenſures dr Prof 

which can make it a reaſonabie Option to incurr for 
their Sakes Loſſes wich can never be recovered; and 
Penalties which can never be ſuppotied ! Let the Ed 
they; aim at be never ſo valuable, this is: paying 
a great deal too much to compaſs it; but in Truth 
Peres, the Hay to compaſs it. If ſome Inſtances 
be aſſigaable of Men who hive this Way made x 

Glory, and the Intereſt of Communities; muſt ariſe it 
another Manner: Particular Perſons (A have alrea. 
dy hinted ) may be permitted to thrive upon Rapine 
and Plunder, becauſe a. time muſt come when an 
Account will be taken of all their Villany: Vengeance 

is ſure of meeting em at laſt, and is tiierefore 
uader no. Neceſſity of haſtning to cruſn eni ; where: 
as the [Juſtice due to Communities of. Men can 
never meet em ” hereatter- in their Sotial Relati. 
on, and therefore is under ſome further neceſſity of 
inflicting a ſpeedier Vengrance where the Crimes are 


of ſize ſufficient: toꝛdemand iti. 


So chat there is all Imaginable Reaſon to expeR the 
uſe of forbidden Means ſhould be diſcountenanc id. 
when the Glory of a Kingdom is attempted to be 
rais'd by em; that National Vices ſhould derive upon 
it: Nationul Puniſnrremt, and National Firtnes 1 N- 
tional Reward: And if the Diſtributions of Provi- 
dence be not ſound in every Inſtance exactly àgree- 
able to this Rule, yet its Methods im general * cer- 
tainly are ſo: And wherethere is any (as I do not 
deny but there may be ſome) Exception, upon an at. 
curate Enquiry the Reaſons of it are commonly dif- 

cernable: and ſo do rather confirm than weaken the 
general Truth of this Obſervation. 
Upon the Wbole then, if the favour of God be 


Jenerallyceę 


| 27 
* 4 


2 


. 
* 
. 
* 8 
- 
92 of” : | 
) $ _ 
1 « n SD" 4 
1 

* o 


eſtary to National Happinels, ""—_—_— 
| | OG 4 
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Ir ſerve it, the aw R Policy, that which is moſt likely” 
d 0 attüin- its End, mit, confiſt 8 Lach Endes. 
4 vobre. eee 
6 Kü des 1 obvions t GS oblerye tlie Wretchediets 005 
th (r Courſe, afid the Weakneſs of thoſe Contrivances,. 
xy which leave God out of their Seheme, and apply ei- 
a ther whollyto Humane, or at all to unjult Means, for. 
al WW the oceely'of their Deligits. If God do indeed govern 
n the World, ih concerts him to baMe fuch' monſtrous: 
. Purpoſes; and if this be for à time delay d, and ſuch 
ine WW Counſels do thrive for a Scaſon, yet when thoſe 
an Ends of Providence ate anſwer'd, Which theſe Scour- 
ce ges of Mankind were deſign d to ferye, Vengeance, 
or Wl dis vifible, does then awaken, and exeft itſelf a their 
re. kxpence. Then tho“ they are no leſs Politick and 
cin Powerful than they were before, yet their Old Arts 
ati. fail em when the time of their Puniſhment is come, 
* and all their. Greatneſs ſuddenly conſumer,” "and comes to 
End:? Wy | 
Made w vo gone turo“ ce To theft To- 
picks arzt as from 5 Text;; from 'whence, that 1 


Occaſion; Jam, + 

Thirdly, To confi det Wille 'of 6” Inſtances 
which make our Caſe 4 'Parallel'to' that” of* the: Jews | 
ln the Evidences of God's Fayour'to us, 

Their whole Hiſtory proves em that Peculiar pt. 
ple, wherein conſiſted both their Honour and Secu- 
ity.” And tho we have none of thoſe"cxtraordinary 
Interpoſals to boaſt of, which made ſuch Ae 
proof of the Almi ighty's” Favour to the 
jet ſomewhat there is in Our Circumſtances which | 
hits our thankful „l and i is an Ar- 
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&. ſtanding Mereies ob- 
Religious Ad- 
vantages, or thoſe more extraordinary, Manifeſtations 
of the Divine Favour, in proſpering our Arms 
Abroad, and ſtrengthning our weakeſt Part at Home, 
from each and every of theſe we may gather Infinite 
Matter of Thankſgiving to God, and, Comfort w 
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Conjunfure of | Bleſſings, .that, he is wigh unto 


Jence and Outrage of armed Enemies. We are fenc'd 
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HS that Commende. the Find 
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"IF gh ngroſs the. 
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to, recommend, it, 
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te Want of a Catholick Spjrit, which would.confme 


b. Heayen to our own Perſpns of Fan 
A geren, out Secuity from the Iojuries 
Shed our, ſelves, as not, dsſiring to offer. ſo nat 
willing indeeg.to receive em, we could be content 10 
| 972 pen the Incloſure of theſe Advantages, an- 
with em common to our Neighbours as well 5 
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YN ves, had hot ſome of 
Bl tions gived u of their Will, convinc'd us that a 
Power Equal to it would be a terrible Scourge to all 
about em. Therefore, and therefore only, do we 
value theſe peculiar Securities, not as qualifying us 
For attempting, but as enabling us to repel any 
injurious and Heile Purpoſe. Becauſe we live in a 
World where Right and Property alone are ſlender 
Defences, there fore we rejoice that the Opportuni- 
ties of Miſchief are wanting to thoſe, who 


i if they had em, would not fail to uſe and improve 
A From our Natural, paſs we in the Second Place to 
„che Conſideration of our Political Advantages, which 


are as peculiar to us as the former; ſecuring us on 
d. the one Hand fromthe lawleſs Will of a fingle Perſon, 
m and the Confuſed and no leſs Tyrannical Government 
ur of a Multitude. We have a Written Law to direct 
o- our Conduct, and neither our Perſons nor Fortunes 
lye at the Mercy of Will and Pleaſure. There are 
ſuffcient Encouragements to animate our Induſtry, 
while we are ſure of being permitted to eat the Labour 
of our Hands, without the Controul of an unlimited 
Power. And as it is fit on the one Hand, that all 
Deſigns againſt a Government ſo well temper'd 
ſhould be by all poſſible Means diſcountenanced, and 
therefore the Perſon of the Prince, who is its Prote- 
tor and Head, is Sacred and Inviolable; ſo on the 
other Hand it might furniſh Matter of too ſtrong 
Temptation, if a Weak or Vicious Prince ſhould be 
truſted with a Right to uncontroulable Orders, and 
therefore his Miniſters are accountable for their Obe- 
dience to em, when the Law (the Rule of their 
Obedience) will not warrant it 
And now had God peculiarly mark'd us ont for 
Happineſs as Subjects, what could he have done 
Es more- 
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conveniencies which attend the Deviations from ſo 
Kegular and Juſt a Pattern. 

And to compleat our Happineſs, we have in the 
Third Place Religion profeſs d ig ſuch a Degree of 
Purity; fo free on the one Hand ffbm the Errors of 
Idolatry, and on the other from the Freaks of Enthu- 
ſiaſm; ſo temper'd between the Rigours of ſome, and 
the Libertiniſm of others ; in Matters Extra eſſential 
profeſſing to the State all due Subordination; but 
yet (which is no ſuch Paradox) ſhould the State 
_ exclude her from its Protection, claiming then to ad 
by a Superior Charter; in ſhort, a Religion ſo well 
accommodated to all the moſt uſeful Purpoſes of Life, 
that as it would be too little to ſay, no Part of the 
Heathen World ever enjoy d the like, 5 I'm ſorry to 
ſay it of the Chriſtian, that no Part of that has for 
1300 Years been able to equal it. Take it in its 
Doctrine, and the Scriptures Authorize it: Take it 
in its Precepts, and they are all Calculated for the 
Peace and Happineſs of Mankind: Take it in its Dil- 
cipline, and tho' I will not ſay, that might not be 
mended, yet they who chiefly object to us the Failures 
of it, ſhould do well to conſider, whether They are not 
in good Meaſure the Cauſe why it is not mended: 
And after all in its moſt Efſcniial Part, it has the ſure 
Sgffrage of Antiquity to vouch for it; the Scriptures 

rather recommending, to be ſure, not gainſaying, 
but ſo far as may be gather'd from probable and 
ſtrong Inference, approvingit in its Conveyance of 
Miniſterial Authority. Laſtly, Take it in its Wor- 
(hip, and you can aſſign no Inſtance of a more 
reaſonable Service; more ſuited to the General Oc- 
caſions of thoſe 0 uſe it; more free from the Cor- 


ruptions 
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ruptions of a Superſtitious, or the Slovenlineſs of a 


Careleſs Worſhip. And if in fo great a Variety of 
its Offices there ſhould be a few Things leſs pleaſing 
to the Scrupulous Delicacy of ſome amongſt us, inſtead 
of complaining at its want of Perfection, they 
ſhoald be thankful to God for its coming ſo near 
And theſe are the ſtanding Mercies of Providence 
" =, which we have long enjoy'd, and I truſt long 
all. ge 5 
But beſides theſe, we have of late taſted the Good- 
neſs of God in ſuch a large Meaſure of extraordinary 
Favours, as well deſerves the extraordinary Acknow- 
ledgments we have * this Day paid him. In ſuch a 
Torrent of unparallell'd Succeſs as Poſterity would 
bardly credit, but that we hope to give em a ſenfi- 
ble Conviction of it, by tranſmitting its Effects ſafe 
to; „ | 
This is our peculiar Expectation from that remark- 
able Event, which has given the Occaſion to * our 
preſent Solemnity, ET 
In which there are Three Things ſo very valuable, 
which lye ſo obvious and diſcernable, that I cannot 
think it beſides the Buſineſs of this Place, upon this 
Occaſion, to obſerve em to you . 
The Firſt is, the Diſappointment it has given to 
our Foreign Enemies. They were aware that our 
weakeſt Side was that which this Union was deſign' d 
to ſtrengthen. Hiſtory remembers the Fatal Con- 
junction of our Preſent Friends with our Ancient Ene- 
mies: And the Uſe we know of Hiſtory, is to take 
an Eſtimate of what zu be, from our Knowledge of 
what has been. Weare very ſenſible in the whole 
Tranſaction of this Affair, who from abroad were 
moſt concern d to hinder its Concluſion; and may 
therefore gueſs what Sort of Influence is to be expected 
| | - nw 
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Danger; at leaſt they have now no 10 Hope of of. 


| ing us NL the Quarter they onee ezpected Shelter 
5 ſides, the Two Parts of dur Iſland by 
| Bog United have each of em gain'd an Acceſſion. 


of * which may make em more formidable o 
their Invaders. 


A Second Thing recommending to us this great | 


Event, is the Eſtabliſnment of our Crown, and the | 


Safety of our Religion depending very much upon 
that Eſtabliſhment. 


Her Majeſty's Pious Forecaſt, not content with 


| 


bleſſing the preſent Generation, but willing to ſhed 
upon the next the Comforts of her Auſpicious Go- | 


vernment, has herein provided for that which Prin- 
ces leaſt Care to think of, that her Succeſſor may find 


ber Crown Entire and Undiminiſh'd ; that the Pro- 
teſtant Religion may have throughout all this Iſland 
what late Experience has prov d its only Security, 2 


Proteſtant Succeſſion ;, and to enhance the Bleſſing yet 
further, the Auguſt Houſe upon which that Succeſſion | 
js entail d, are now like to enter upon it without Force | 
or Violence, and to Govern a * willing to re- 


ceive em. 


| 


Which leads to à Third very Valuable Advas] 


tage yet behind, the Prevention of that Miſchief, | 
which withour this Conjunction ſeem'd impoſſible to 
be avoided. | 
Things were come to a Criſis, which made Unioi 
. or a Breach inevitable. We eaſily and contentedly 
| fubmirto the Expences of War while diſtant; but of, 
all Places England is the leaſt fit to endure one in 
its own Bowels. The Enemy we ſhould in that Cafe: 
bave Encounter'd, how Contemptible ſoe ver me} 
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todo: And were a Church ſo Excellent as ours ” 
toſuffer®by this "[#corporation, then indeed 5 7 
| Rats much dearer Rate, than any Ad- 1 
re- |cemenc'of out Civil Intereſts could make Walden 
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do not chemtelves enjoy, we may: eis 
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add any fuer Securities we, arc; ready tq-recei 
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nently, where Grace and Favour 
Don. 

If we expect to gain upon our Brethren by « our 
Example, i it muſt be (bining, and worth their notice. 
Io give their Diſcipline its Due, it does not willing- | 
ly ſhelter Profaneneſs and open Vice; it does not 5 
tamely endure thoſe Inſults upon Religion, which if 
they here obſerve to paſs with uncontroul'd License 
at Laſt, ifnot with ſome broad Tokens of Appr i- 
on, they will carry home with em no very Good 
Eſteem of our Patience, in Caſes which require the 
ſharpeſt Zeal. No, let our Zeel for the Honour of e 
God, and the Practice of Religion, be as Conſpicu- „„ og OR 
ous, as our Cendoxr for the Real Miſperſwaſions of its =» 
honeſt Profeſſors : But let not that ( endoxr degenerate _ „ 
into a fame wrconcernedneſs for the Intereſts of uùr 
Church. Our Brethrex, when they ſhall ſce a Cord. 1 
al Value for th, join d with a Sexfble and Diſcreet . 
om Com paſhon for thoſe 3 He will have RS 1 
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